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prisoners above him and at the side of him. They found
means to speak to him. This intercourse led them to make a
hole, well hidden, so as to talk more easily; then to increase
it, and visit each other.
The superintendent Fouquet had been enclosed near them
ever since December, 1664. He knew by his neighbours (who
had found means of seeing him) that Lausun was under them.
Fouquet, who received no news, hoped for some from him, and
had a great desire to see him. He had left Lausun a young
man, dawning at the court, introduced by the' Marshal de
Orammont, well received at the house of the Comfcesse de
Soissons, which the King never quitted, and already looked
upon favourably. The prisoners, who had become intimate
with Lausun, persuaded him to allow himself to be drawn up
through their hole, in order to see Fouquet in their dungeon.
Lausun was very willing. They met, and Lausun began relat-
ing, accordingly, his fortunes and his misfortunes, to Fouquet.
The unhappy superintendent opened wide his ears and eyes
when he heard this young Gascon (once only too happy to be
welcomed and harboured by the Mare'chal de Grammont) talk
of having been general of dragoons, captain of the guards, with
the patent and functions of army general! Fouquet no longer
knew where he was, believed Lausun mad, and that he was
relating his visions, when he described how he had missed the
artillery, and what had passed afterwards thereupon: but he
was convinced that madness had reached its climax, and was
afraid to be with Lausun, when he heard him talk of his mar-
riage with Mademoiselle, agreed to by the King, how broken,
and the wealth she had assured to him. This much curbed
their intercourse, as far as Fouquet was concerned, for he,
believing the brain of Lausun completely turned, took for fairy
tales all the stories the Gascon told him of what had happened
in the world, from the imprisonment of the one to the imprison-
ment of the other.
The confinement of Fouquet was a little relieved before
that of Lausun. His wife and some officers of the chateau of
Pignerol had permission to see him, and to tell him the news of

